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The State of the World Forum

By Barbara L. Overby, President of The Lifebridge Foundation

Transformative action seems to be the
call of the day as more and more groups
are attempting to convert words into
One such group. The State of the
World Forum. 1s positioning itself to be a
major force for change while actively ex-
ploring the landscape of our world head-
g toward the 2ist Century. Originallyv 4
project of the Gorbachev Foundation and
now an independent not-for-profir organi-
zation, this event seeks 10 draw the most
influential people on the planet into a sub-
stantive discussion on the critical nrob-

iems facing humanitv todav and how 1o

Uy
F

the ®WFE has convened at
the Fairmont Hotel in San ?ranci’;ﬁo
where the charter ot The Umted Nations
was written and signed. This yvear. the siy
day conference offered a broad sweep of
topics in the form of plenaries, roundtable

iuncheon S, meetings and various network-
ing sessions. One could atiend perhaps
onlv a temh of what was oftered, but by
signing up in advance, there was a good
possibility to attend a meeting in your
area of interest. There was an opportunity
for discussion in some of the smaller
groups, but not as much as one would

fope.

ce 1993,

<

{he Forum h"l itseli as. "a global net-
work m individuals and institutions from
around the v»orlu and a spectrum of disci-

5 committed to discerning those prin-

plines
uple values and actions which should

guide humanity as it moves bevond the
strictures of the Cold War and into the
next phase of human development.”" In-
deed. many presentations were centered
around the post Cold War period and
ow to transform our actions from com-
petitive corporate models into coopera-
tive systems that benefit the whole: or in
the words of the Forum. "offering to the
people of the world an opportunity to
imagine a world that works for every-
one.” This phrase was repeated many
times throughout the conference by the
Forum's President. Jim Garrison.

The Forum fecls that. "The most com-
pelling issue emerging from } ese gather-
ings 1s whether at this point in history a
holistic framework articulating a com-
mon aspirational vision and practical pro-
grammatic agenda for the future can be
developed which honors the multiplicity
of the world while at the same time syn-
thesizing it into a whole in which all the
parts can find their natural and equitable
place.” This is quite a tall order in words
loaded with meaning and potential, and
hopefully it is an honest beginning to-
ward engaging certain powerful people
focused toward the goal of "transforming
conversations that matter into  actions
which make a difference.”

in the course of the last several years. a
larger, more diverse and open group has
emerged at the Forum, inclusive of
women., minorities and leaders from the
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The State of the World Forum (Cont d)

so-called developing countries. However, I believe there «ci nienary. ca}e% a "Town Mool o in fact lert no
still is a long way to go to inciude representatives of the  tin for questions or commen’~ v o the audience.
poor and struggling working people as the cost of the con- < this was an attempt to focas =i 7 of the con-
ference is financially prohibitive for most. fthe goalsof tne © v o~ o map

Some of the 1nitiatives of the SWF include. "lnvesting in chtne nonr
Women," "The Whole Child Initiative". "Emerging Leaders wihopolitical pricrs. 0 sos
2 P .
Program" and a "Nuclear Weapons E lm,nh ton Ioftiative™. o fintegration and :::;L,s:'
One of the most visible is called "Our Common Emez‘pnse: creates g made 1o ol PRSI FCHN A
Mission for the Millennium.” This is another ambitious rather than le specially in the planming © o e
project seeking to implement many facets of a sustainable  billed us 'i’)u‘;' i" cmmon Enterprise.”

world such as model programs and best practices, civic — All snirit aditions owsei integratic .

leadership development, a UN 2000 Forum and transmedia ness. which implies that everyone has a voics o . upo-

communication and education. using the seven major UN nent that | helieve the Jeadership of the S\ > o 212 listen

conferences held this decade as "bedrock". to more sensitively, Our emerging globa. c2lvr2 s now
A striking example of real transformative action that came ' i

near the end of the conference was a small ee |

B

S <s‘f inIPr“OHﬂi‘g'tffifx\ :nd the

ler. three how T aiso be
roundtable discussion entitled "The State of hc Leadership X ; d the
Soul", sponsored by the World Business Academy. This  boundaries °1 consciousness Spiris ~oies these

group has been quite active in recent years in creafing
shops and seminars designed to promote s;_im uality in
business. If this workshop was representative oi the Acad-
emy’s work. there is definitely hope for the world. A spiri-
tual tone was set by the facilitators at the outset LI‘ at al-
lowed participants to share their deepest values and insights
in a truly open discussion. Near the end o ft he three hours, ‘
one "typical” businessman said, "what we really need to do hely 2 heal the
is just love." If all business leaders had this kind of nclu-  world X > there are sericus reople who
sive outlook, we'd really see a transformation in the global recognize e Zire need for wholeness, collzzrration and

Den into

mnspira-

economy! Cooperalion 2l L« Donorn voour frac-

Webster's dictionary defines Forum as. "A public meeting  tured. J‘ésa,:v::; Sl ragme s cur hope

place for open discussion,” or "A medium of open discus- that eacn oo o i mesung of

sion," but discussion was one of the elements most lacking minds wen: =~ e 00 ~zam fe slow and steady work of

in this large conference. In the plenary sessions there was  transforman. = o 7o : and within their own

little opportunity for questions or audience interaction. The organizations o =0 v and > by step. we can build
a'world that v 7 r o
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A Call to Listen

By Larry Elwood Auld

There’s a lot going on out there. Around the same time
that some were attending the State of the World Forum in
San Francisco, others were meeting at a Connecting and
Community conference in Seattle. while still others were
congregating in Jerusalem to catalyze a healing of the
breach between Arab and Jew. Before that, in August, a
cathering was held in Klamath Falls. Oregon to create
community and celebrate the 500 day mark before Janu-
ary 1. 2000, a date that many around the world have pro-
claimed as One Day in Peace. All of the above gather-
ings were attended by either Lifebridge grantees or Life-
bridge board and staff members and are reported on in
this issue of The Bridging Tree.

But there have been and will be many other gatherings,
many other convening conferences. The “natives™ are not
only restless. they want to communicate. It seems more
and more possible that we the people of earth can do
something to create a better world. At the State of the
World Forum where 800 representatives from many
countries met to network and exchange ideas. there was
not only a sense of commitment and devotion, there was
tangible evidence that people are acting transformatively.
Just take a look at the list on page 14 for a sampling of
initiatives.

One of those transformative actions happens between
May 11-15. 1999, when The Hague Appeal For Peace
will be held in Holland. This enormous gathering of
world citizens was conceived to mark the 100th anniver-
sary of the first Hague Appeal, called for in 1899 by the
Tsar of Russia and the Queen of the Netherlands. This
one will be different however. This one will be con-
vened by the people themselves. Government representa-
tives are invited to attend, but the peoples of the world
are the moving force behind this Hague Appeal. It could
be Woodstock taken to the nth power!

Along the same lines. the Millennium People’s Assem-
bly Network, in association with the NGO Forum of the
United Nations, will bring together representatives of
cultures from around the world to meet at the U.N. in
2000, an endeavor that was called for by Secretary-
General Kofi Annan at the 50th Anniversary NGO Con-
ference in New York in 1997.

Just what is it that the people of earth are hoping for by
coming together in ever increasing numbers? Peace, cer-
tainly. But peace can mean many things to many people.
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So can the phrase “a better world™. Better for whom? At
what cost? And who calls the shots to get us there? These
are important questions and the answers could be consid-
ered quite complicated.

Nevertheless. during the vouth panel at The State of the
World Forum, which presented a number of young people
of diverse backgrounds discussing their visions of “peace™
and a “better world™. one panelist’s words stood out as an
answer to the conundrum created by myriad perspectives
and agendas. The speaker was Hafsat Abiola, a young
woman from Nigeria whose father, a former president of
that country, died in prison and whose mother was subse-
quently assassinated.

Ms. Abiola said. “You will always find those in [myv] soci-
ety who are considered to be the mad, the crazy nuts who
will be willing to think outside of the box. outside of the
context and constraints they have known, that are willing to
love and share and care. But those people are considered to
be the eccentrics in societies like that. Maybe even here [in
the U.S.] I don’t know. But what I do know is that we need
to structure a society that allows such people to be the
norm. To recreate a society that has values. that can allow
for those kinds of people. It's all about who is rewarded
and who is penalized for what conduct. ...And ves. 1 want
very much for adults to support me. my voice. my work and
other young people around the world. But what can I do to
support them., their voice, their work in the world?”

The moderator, Angela Glover Blackwell, President of
PolicyLink, then asked this extraordinary young woman.
“Have you found any strategies that are helpful in bridging
those divides you're talking about?”

To which Ms. Abiola replied, “Yes. I listen.
listen.”

This simple answer made me realize that we can madly
convene and attend conferences and gatherings from now
on to the year 2000. but unless there is listening, there can
be no communication, no community. no peace, and no bet-
ter world. So perhaps the greatest transformative action
any of us can take to start the new century is to begin to lis-
ten, to really listen.

I really

Larry Elwood Auld is Editor of The Bridging Tree and Program
Director for The Lifebridge Foundation.
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. Comzectmg and Commumty in Seattle
- By John R. Stowe

own lead. We start each session with music and a brief pe-
riod of silence. Then. one pe'son after another answers the
call to speak. The word "community” comes up again and
again. Cz:a.x} it is a quahty each of us has experienced be-
fore. semething most hold deeply sacred. Even as [ wonder
how we'll reach that state here. I feel connections begin to
weave through the group. ene subtle strand at a time. as peo-
ple share hearts and visions. wisdom and experience.

We discover quite soon that building com munity 1s a pro-
foundly human process. At times. 1t is difficult to stay to-
cuscd. Anc’a are varying ﬂpn‘llons about our goals and our

."*r
fL

Community.
davs -- from po

It's
i"

Cummunm I" it
era -- Or can it be rele
ization? Does 1t inve

touch t! full range wi 0SS ble LnlOtiOﬂS in quld\ succes-
There is paii. ,03. anger. frustration. humor. fear. and
sense of hope. At times. I want to shout in inspira-

1

ton. At others. it is ail 1 can do to stay in the room. T mar-
vel at the depth of mmnntmcm among these people who
» ‘ _ _ have the cour age 10 ‘ollow the path toward community even
out i nnecting and Coromunity Lonlerence dulswhen i jeads th \Dh chalienging territory.
ing : ie the circle. connections happen more casually.
:c;n\’crsauon@ over meals or walks along the dock.
ing voga or social time in the evenings. we
Who are vou? What do you do? Do
cver tried .. 7 This weaving is cas-
There is very little small talk.
“re doing in the circle. even the
more /anmoful Indeed. the two
xtricably linked. Each comple-
-~‘Lng and strengthening the overall

of principles -- or iy there room tor pum;c of
nicities and "‘L i wogue

ather for thre

reti i cenier

plore ho w we migh
suppori.
The arm:ydw's come

colved in

ed. we stay with the community
an planned. carrying it through our
‘e time together. B} ‘S nday morning. the energy has

ir )
shifted. There is a strong overall sense of commitment and

._.
=

uilding process fonger th

team- bm‘dgrx who work intern 'm
els of business and
electronic communitics

. : grouy

efforts in education. pu de cep Hmdnm umone members of the circle and many of us
healing. cross-cultural unders s are inspired t }pi} the principles we've learned to ur
cacy for the homejess. and U phenomenon. 1This is 13

+

e urry of promises to stay in touch. to share infor-
ation and support in the coming months.

Eve Berry. Rusty Myer ‘ s Building community is quite apparently a vital part of mah-
the principles that w1 ‘1 g community-bullding iy the world healthier. The action that FCE and Lifebridge

. .ot and conscious listeni ,
process -- practice mutual respeci and CONSCIos lisiening.  have taken here was indeed transformative. The tash

- work back home. Suddenly. as the time to leave approaches.
clearly a group ot rxwf—rﬁ ul here

As we sit in a large ¢

- review

speak from your own QWC"C“W and only when "moved.”  building community is not necessarily an easy one. but as .
honor confidentiality. and  stas cnm{imm%?} gre::m& leave the conference | feel a deep respect for the patience
Looking around the room. I sense expectation and eager- commitient n% the )eople who have dedicated ther-
ness in the eyes of each pe T €5 1o 1L John B Stowe is a Lifebridge grantee s~

As the sharing unfolds. Y Warrior, //’ oon be 7’1‘1/1shed bv Findhorn Pr.

directional path. allowing the
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500 Day CountUP: Gathering for a Better World

b Y Robert Alzm Sllverstem '

Tree Island Millennium Gathering
Celebrating the 500 Day CountUP to

One Day In Peace, January 1. 2000!
Klamath Falls, Oregon, August 18-20, 1598

January 1, 2000 is a unique opportunity for a quantum
leap in the evolution of human consciousness towards a
more peaceful, just and sustainable future. This is one of
the beliefs that brought 60 leaders of millennium projects
Jor a better world together for the Tree Island Millennium
Gathering. Some of us had worked together through the
Internet for 2 years, since planning local events for the
1000 day CountUp, but were meeting in-person for the
very first time.

We shared many activities and events together, but one
of the most inspiring was the iceal Jefferson Street Chil-
dren's Theatre’s presentation entitied "Creation of the
Universe" which showed the evolution of human con-
sciousness from its primitive beginnings, through the use
of aggression, to a higher understanding of the power of
love, unity and harmony. While this brought tears of 50}“ a
series of skits entitled "Y2K? Kids Tell It Like it Is” filled
the auditorium with laughter and insights into an often
confusing time as perceived through the eves of children,

On Day 500 {August 19} the entire city of Klamath
Falls was invited to participate. The Rainbow Maker, Fred
Stern. and the local fire department created an awe-
inspiring giant 500 Day CountUP Rainbow. The
and joy brought the several hundr
together in a bond ot
continued the transformative
pole dedication. as it has 1;
dedications throughout ti
ing in the universal wish:

The community-buildin g
helped solidify bonds betwe
in ongoing collabora
a better world.

beaury
ed children and adults
A butterfly
\pu‘vcme Then a peace

dreds of thousands of such
helped unite the gather

e Prevail On Eurth!
ol giar

relogce
regase

(»

{onference

ations i ﬁ‘\f Vi

Tree isiand
The Conference was named after Klamath Falls resident
1g novel,

in the story, the world 1is
transforme by a human family reun-
jont that { ebrations around the
world. The resulting sense of to gethe ness motivates hun-
dreds of miilions to m\\pt a unigue vear-long program of
personal and global growih. eisland.com>

Linda Grover's exciti

i cel

3

TRWW LT

Mileamiism gifts

iliennium lnsttute’s Millennium Gift ¢
one 0?‘ the many prol shared at the Conference
i 15, corporations and communities around the

7’r)u'lgl7 wds

world can help shape the furure by giving a gift to mark
the ;vhl;enmw. Millenniwm Gifts make lasting improve-
ments  for a sustamnable  world.  <www.igc.apc.org’

millennium/ glI‘IS >

Mitieanium Communities
Another hepeful idea from the
creating Mitieenium Communitie

ne

Millennium Institute is
>s - cities and towns that
ext century. Millennium
as a «*5me for re-

it cross into the o

creative »fw
Cnonc groups 1o observe
work toward a sustainable
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500 Day CountUP (cont.)

ties and our world together for a positive future! For the
300 day mark in March 1999, Millennium Vancouver
2000 will host a conference for New Year's 2000 city
celebration planners from around the world. This will be a
unique opportunity to share ideas, resources and goals for
creating positive community-building celebrations for
New Year's 2000. <millennium@vancouver2000.bc.ca>

Y2K Sustainable Community Preparations

No one really knows how important the Y2K computer
bug will be. While some promote Y2K hype and fear.
local Y2K preparation meetings are bringing neighbors
together to create more sustainable communities, so that
not only will they be prepared for Y2K, but they will have
chosen new directions to create stronger communities far
beyond 2000. <www.CountUP2000.com/y2k.htm>

One Day In Peace, January 1,2000
A worldwide movement
for a day of peace in our
homes, our communities
and between nations is a ¢
cornerstone of the many
positive millennial move-
ments for a better world.
When we live in peace for
One Day we will see that §
together we can work out @
all of our problems, one £
day at a time. Chaired by
Dr. Robert Muller, Chan-
cellor of the UN's Univer-
sity for Peace, and en-
dorsed by more than 22
Heads of State and over
700 organizations in 120
nations, the latest One Day In Peace initiative is a Procla-
mation campaign. With a simple letter, you can convince
your Mayor and even your Governor to declare a procla-
mation for One Day In Peace, January 1. 2000. During the
CountUP to One Day In Peace (and Beyond) we can make
every day count. <One Day In Peace, January 1. 2000,
Box 90332, Santa Barbara, CA 93190, Fax: 609-443-3786
www.oneday.net, info@oneday.net>

Hague Appeal for Peace 1999 - 7ime mllﬂolisli Waf

q Civil Society Conference * The Netherlands * May 17-15 /99§

c/o WFM * 777 UN Plaza. New York, NY 10017, USA
Tel: 212-687-2623 * Fax: 212-599-1332
E-mail: hap99@1gc org * Web: www haguepeace.org
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A Glohal Voice of Youth

Young people with a profound
desire to make the world a better place.

The ONE DAY Foundation is looking for youth
leaders and young people to be involved in the
UNITED NATIONS YOUTH ASSEMBLY PROJECT
and the process of building a Global Voice of Youth.

The UNITED YOUTH CONFERENCE. a proto-
type for a proposed United Nations Youth Assembly.
is scheduled to take place July 18-25. 1999 at San
Francisco State University. Potential youth Ambassa-
dors are asked to apply. For more information and to
complete the on-line application. please visit the ONE
DAY web site (www.oneday.org).

As part of the process of Building the Global
Voice of Youth, the ONE DAY Foundation has
launched an INTERNATIONAL ESSAY & ART
CONTEST. With almost $20,000 in prizes. this Con-
test is open to young people in every country between
the ages of 15 and 24.

For further information. please contact the ONE
DAY Foundation or Benjamin Quinto. Youth Devel-
opment Director and U.N. Youth Assembly Project
Director (benjamin@oneday.org).

“Young people now represent the largest unrepresented
Jaction of society. Let us work together to provide vouth
a platform from which their voices. ideas and concerns
can be heard.” — Benjamin Quinio

Please copy and disiribute 10 the youth in vour networks.

ONE DAY Foundation

P.O. Box 1032, Sedona, AZ 86339. U.S.A.
Tel 800, 280-9350, Fax: (320) 204-1216
Web: htip: v onedayv.org  e-mail: info@oneday.org

Hague Appeal for Peace Youth Program

¢ 0 International Peace Bureau

. Rue de Zurich * CH-1201 Geneva Switzeriand
Tel, 41.22.731.6429 * Fax: 41.22 738 a0
Email: hapy@ipb.org
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Light" Links in
Jerusalem

By Michael Lightweaver

I've just returned from the first Mideast Light Link Net-
work cathering which was held in an Arab/Israeli Peace
Village near Jerusalem. A few days before 1 left for Israel.
I'sent an appeal fo everyone on my mailing list requesting
your energetic support as we came together - Palestinian,
[sraeli. American and Cypriot light workers - to get ac-
quainted. explore avenues of cooperation. strengthen com-
munication and create a new vision for the Mideast for the
Third Millennium.  We received well over 2 hundred
e-mails of support from all ouver the world, which we
shared with the 40 participams. and we were aware of the
thousands of vou who were supporting our gathering with
prayers. meditations, ceremonies and visualizati

I knew that this was a profound opportunity to create an
energetic shift, not only for the individual participants. or
even just the region - but for the whole planet. Time will

teil whether a major energetic sh:ft resulted from some of

Third Millennium, The New Age. For those four days we
were already there, living it.

Leaving wasn't easy. Trying to put the experience into
words, even less so. On the last evening, as we went
around the circle for a final sharing, the repeated senti-
ment was "I'll never be able to really tell others what I
have just experienced. There just aren't words.”

The history of the region is a concentration camp of
dogma, fear and frustration in which the political leaders
and most people are still imprisoned. But for those four
days in October, a handful of visionaries - who had "paid

s erv focused interdimensional work we (1 : - . . .

the very focused interdimensional work we did during our  hair dues” - came together, created a time machine, and
R i ame reciite wers | ediatelv an- . . . . .
four days together. But some results were immediately ap-  quched down into a potential future in which the prisons
parent.

of the past were only archaic relics of a nightmare long
forgotten.
And now the work truly begins.

The tremendous pain. s fear and frustration of
both the Palestinians and | 5 was acknowledged and
honored. There was no attempt to gloss over the current
reality in the region and the experiences of some partici- e T . ‘
.. s e - - Michael Lightweaver coordinates Network 2012, an inter-
pants who had participated in violent extremist organiza- , , ,
tions. hoth Palestinian and Israeli, and who had been jailed national netyorkmg effor Of.hght workers started soon affer |
uens. ot o ) 4 the Harmonic Convergence in 1987. It was created on the
and tortured by both sides. premise that the earth is undergoing a major transition at this
time, politically, culturally, spiritually, ecologically and geo-
Secret Governments. But there was a lot of talk about logically. According to many ancient Native American tradi-
opening our hearts, transcending history and creating a new rions, including the Hopi, Incan, Mayan, etc. we have come to
reality. As one who was born in the USA, and an outsider.  the end of an age. The Mayans indicate that we came to the |
[ saw people - and feilow light workers - who had lived  end of a 26,000 year cosmic cycle in 1987. In the vear 2012 :
through the nightmares of their darkest fears, and emerged e begin a new 26,000 year cycle. We are now in an intense
- . 25 year transition period comparable to a birthing — the birth-
ing of a new era.

Whether one accepts this paradigm and these dates literally
“or metaphorically, the fact is apparent that we are in the midst
of rapid planetary change and the year 2012 serves as a good .
(target date toward which we can work in accomplishing cer-
bording in friendship : tain goals pertaining to this transformation. Hence the name
peace; as | saw two moth Network 2012,
ish - making plans to Vi3t v families and ; - For more information, please contact Michael Lightweaver
~at: lightweave@aol.com or visit Network 2012 on the Internet.

www. 12012 com

with heart and hope intact ! gained # deeper understand-
ing and appreciation of the e meaning of the "New Age.”

As I saw former enemies tearf: embrace in acknow-
ledgement of their ¢ s 1 osaw the excite-
ment of two voung men:

ticipate in joint outings
knew that I had already
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Two American organizations, Bridges 1o Community and Ini

sy
national Communities for the Renewal of the Earth (JURL:.
along with the Kenyan organization The Greenbelt Movemeni .

all working to expand cross-cultural relations between diverse
people, brought a group of Americans to Kenya during the 151
two weeks of August, 1998

The Americans spent a week living in a rural village in which
The Greenbelt Movement has been working for a number of
years to help the villagers help themselves by planting frees and S ed necessan
rraditional indigenous food crops i insure food security. The had seen -
week was spent with a loving community ofpeopte whose lives  nected world. \1
have been improved by their own hard work and cooperation. ¥ ’ ¢
The local school children gave the group a hearifelt send-0ff  guestions
with song and dance and the entire village turned out 1o WISH R emos

our respecinve

the group a safe journey back to Nairobi. It was during this L g0 e - s
1S ST R Covasl oy i
peaceful, loving ceremony that the bomb exploded at the Ameri- o ) :
: e e mones us strongly e s

can Embassy in Nairobi,

Founder of the Greenbelt Movement,
Director of the Kenyan Red Cross. made inquiries as ic how
group of Kenyans and Americans could best heip.
that the rescue workers needed 1o be fed. so within davs o]
blast, the group was serving dinners for the workers and secu- radio stations and TV stations themselves becaise o
rity personnel on site.  Laier, the group gathered af the  also were moved! In quite a number oI T o7
"Freedom Corner” of Nairobi's Uwru Park for a tree plan per articles. %xx's‘xettr:r ax“ﬁ cles. a press conferenc..
ceremony. Three "Peace Trees" were planted, one in memory of " adic interviews and a short ?c}ie"mon spot on T s
the Kenvans who lost their lives, one in memory of the American o,
dead and one to the firm conviction that non- violence and
peaceful actions, such as planting trees, are more powerful and
| long-lasting in their effects than are violent actions such as the
i planting of a bomb.

The following is a personal accout ]
“math written by Charles G. Overby, Yfmmrcr and CFO ereund therebn we can “make a differerce oo
Lifebridge Foundation, who was (raveling  wiht |
Communiry and The Greenbelt Movement (Hols
grantees) uf the time

Talk About What Moves You

urn monve others as wei

' naople iouna out that some of the ma-
of the ;.\, up were wiliing. and indeed happy o disciss
rrip and our experiences, rhey called friends. nevraror

1

Wangari Maathai, pust

news, were ﬂmduced all of which focussea

all over the world have = Zc o
- individual lives and ©o+

evenis. 188ues

and las Ziif.' i

s, ‘&(f}m(?ﬁ‘:i'ﬂ_’l that we v oo

By Chatles G. Overby II

When our group returned from Kenya we brougit with
us numerous and varied experiences. We experienced life
and the community of people in a rural village. the wide
expanses of the Masai Mara and its v vildlife. \'oim‘t‘:'s
streets and its urban dwellers. and the aftermath of
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Transformative Action
New Q’l’ﬂlllﬂ&f —Ares & Culture

Common Boundary
4905 Del Ray Avenue, Suite 210
Bethesda, MD 20814
Tel: 301-652-9495
Fax: 301-652-0579
connect@commonboundary.org
Web: www.commonboundary.org
Mariann Payne, Director

Common Boundary publishes a bi-
monthly magazine, holds an annual
conference, and offers transforma-

and spirit. It builds community
among individuals and organizations
through small, in-depth educational
experiences utilizing a wealth of re-
sources in the fields of psychology,
spirituality, creativity and ecology.
Common Boundary received a proj-
ect grant for an education series
based on Anne and Charles Simpkin-
son’s book, Soul Work: A Field
Guide for Spiritual Seekers.

Re-Grants

A.P.P.L.E. Inc.
Louisville, KY
appleinc@aol.com

Parabola

New York, NY
publisher@parabola.org
www.parabola.org

The Pearl Theatre Company

tive learning experiences throughout
the year that integrate mind, body,

New York, NY
www.pearltheatre.org

- Transformative Action

New Grantees — Science

CANHELP
Stiftelsen Holma, S-293 93 Hoor SWEDEN
Tel: +46 413 22550
Email: canhelp@swipnet.se
Web: http://home2.swipnet.se/~w-29844/ugwb/
Ingemar Warnstrom, Director

CANHELP was founded by scientists, researchers
and thinkers who believe that the world can become a
better place to live in if - with science as a basis — we
generate a world view that values life more than mat-
ter. In September 1998, CANHELP inaugurated its
Global University for Well-Being.

BRUNO DUROUX
Boisseuil, FRANCE
Email: duroux@unilim.fr

Bruno Duroux believes that extra-sensory perception
could be a new kind of communication that would
bring people closer together. This project is a simula-
tion of remote-viewing and clairvoyance tasks in a
virtual reality environment and simultaneous correla-
tion in real time with selective brain recording in
Functional Brain Imaging with gifted and non-gifted
subjects.

The Earth Pledge

I pledge to protect the earth, and to respect the web of life upon it,
And to honor the dignity of every member of our global family.
One planet, one people, one world, in harmony, with peace, justice, and freedom for all.

See page 14 for more mfo on The Earth Pledge
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Transformative Action

New Grantees — Jouth

Catalyst Youth Network for

Sustainable Community
11426 Rockville Pike, Suite 100
Rockville, MD 20852
Tel: 301-231-6006
Fax: 301-468-9612
Email: catalyst@igc.apc.org
Web: www.millenniumfirst.com
Royce Bernstein & Chris Murray,
Co-Directors

The Catalyst Youth Network for
Sustainable Community is the edu-
cational component of Pole to Pole
2000, a global trek of 15 young peo-
ple throughout 1999 promoting en-
vironmental awareness and spread-
ing a message of hope for the next
millennium. Catalyst will conduct
activist workshops at all stops and
will build a Millennium Trail, a
walk-through labyrinth which dis-
plays young people’s ideas for sus-
tainable community building. Cata-
lyst is committed to mobilizing
youth to mark the turn of the millen-
nium by leading their communities’
transition to a sustainable future.

Children of the Earth, inc.

PO Box 217

Newfane, VT 05345

Tel: 802-365-7616

Fax: 802-365-7798

Email: coevt@aol.com

Dr. Nina Meyerhof, Director
Children of the Earth’s mission is

to create opportunities for young

people to become informed and ac-

tive world citizens. The Children of
Vision Symposium will take place in

1999 at the United Nations to help

build a coalition of children’s

groups, and plan the next steps in es-

tablishing a unified movement for

the empowered and informed voice

of children.

Cecily Miller
New York, NY

Ms. Miller is compiling Children’s
Messages to the World, a book
written and illustrated by children
from around the world, voicing and
expressing their vision, wisdom and
heartfelt feelings of a unified human-
ity & world of peace.

Transformative Action

Volume 2, Issue |

YES! (Youth for
Environmental Sanity)
420 Bronco Road
Soquel, CA 95073-9510
Tel: 831-465-1082
Fax: 831-462-9790
Web: www.yesworld.org
Ocean Robbins,
Founder & President

YEST is a youth-run non-profit
organization that gives young
people support and skills to
work cooperatively and effec-
tively for positive change.
More than half a million high
school students have partici-
pated in YES! programs. YES!
Action camps bring together di-
verse youth and give them an
experience that can change their
life - and help them to change
the world. The World Youth
Activist JAM will take place in
the summer of 1999, bringing
together 40 of the world’s lead-
ing vouth activists from 22

countries.

New Grantee — Interdimensional

Paul Devereux

Lower Brailes, UK

Email: paul@liminal2.demon.co.uk
devereux@aol.com

Paul Devereux has spent most of his adult life seeking
and mapping information about the ancient mind from
the sacred monuments, markings and traditions it has
left behind. A richly illustrated and accessible book of
these “shamanic landscapes™ will be published in the

year 2000.
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Transformative Action —
New Grantees -Community Service

Cynergetics Institute
265 Lorraine Court
P.O. Box 6130
Colorado Springs, CO 80934
Tel: 719-444-8644
Cynthia J. Groom, Director

Cynergetics’ Mind'Scape program helps support
prisoners and those on probation and parole to bring
about positive behavioral changes to atone for their
crimes, and enables them to know the essence of who
they are and build a life that adds value for them-
selves and others.

Occidental Arts & Ecology Center
15290 Coleman Valley Road
Occidental , CA 95465
Tel: 707-874-1557
Fax: 707-874-1558
Web: www.oaec.org
Doug Gosling, Director

The Occidental Arts and Ecology Center (OAEC) is
an educational institute and intentional community.
Founded in the summer of 1994 by a group of biolo-
gists, artists, activists, educators and horticulturalists,
OAEC serves as a multi-purpose gathering place for
people seeking innovative and practical approaches
in the social, economic, environmental and spiritual
challenges of our day. This project grant is for a
community garden for people with AIDS.

The Positive Futures Network

P.O. Box 10818

Bainbridge, WA 98110

Tel: 206-842-0216

Fax: 206-842-5208

Email: yes@futurenet.org

Web: www.futurenet.org

Frances F. Korten, Director

The Positive Futures Network was founded based on
a belief that humanity is in a period of profound tran-
sition. All natural and human systems are in crisis or
transition, from the family to global institutions,

from education to health care, from natural eco-
systems to the sources of meaning in cultures
throughout the world. In this fluid environment,
people’s individual choices have a tremendous effect
in shaping the future. Through the Network’s quar-
terly publication, YES! a Journal of Positive Fu-
tures, we see that not only do we have choices about
our common future, but a great many throughout the
world are deliberately choosing, through their ideas
and their actions, to create a future based on the val-
ues of justice, sustainability and compassion.

Santa Cruz Barrios Unidos
313 Front Street
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
Tel: 408-457-8208
Fax: 408-457-0389
Email: barrios@cruzio.com
Alejandro Vilchez, Development Director

Santa Cruz Barrios Unidos is dedicated to the pre-
vention of violence and intentional injury among
youth, primarily in the Latino communities of Santa
Cruz County. Barrios Unidos teaches that bringing
peace to the community is a spiritual movement in
which individuals who are in the process of making
changes, need a method of coping with the
“madness” of the streets. Their mission is “to bring
peace to the barrio” through a multi-faceted ap-
proach of Community Outreach, Leadership Devel-
opment and Community Economic Development.
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Transformative Action —

New Grantees - Environment

Co-op America
1612 K. St, NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006
Tel: 202-872-5307
Fax: 202-331-8166
Email: elizabeth@coopamerica.org
Web: www.coopamerica.org
Alisa Gravitz, Executive Director
Dana Harmon, Project Director

Co-op America is dedicated to fostering an inte-
grated, just and sustainable society by helping indi-
viduals and businesses seek out new ways to live,
think and act - ways that are more in harmony with
the planet and all of its inhabitants. Their Wood-
Wise Consumer Initiative’s goals are to: 1) shift
consumer demand from forest-destroying products to
forest-sustaining products; 2) build, and in some
cases, create market demand for forest-sustaining
products; 3) reduce consumer use of products and
practices that destroy forests.

EarthLight
111 Fairmount Avenue
Oakland, CA 94611
Tel: 510-451-4926
Fax: 510-451-3505
Email: kurtlauren@earthlight.org
Web: www.earthlight.org
Lauren De Boer, Editor

EarthLight sees the heart of the environmental crisis
as a crisis of spirit. To meet the challenges this pres-
ents, the embodiment of a sacred ecology (the merg-
ing of spirituality and the ordinary) is needed in all
faith traditions, education, family life, economics,
politics, the growing of food - in every sector of hu-
man society. EarthLight seeks the co-creation of an
eco-spiritual way of life which renews human society
at a profound level. Key themes of EarthLight are
“Kinship with the Sacred Earth,” “Spirituality in the
Everyday,” “The Quest for a Sustainable Future,”
and “Science and the Creative Cosmos.”

The ICSEE
12 Red Barn Road
Wayland, MA 01778-1122
Tel: 508-358-7661
Fax: 781-736-2915
Email: lange@brandeis.edu
Robert V. Lange, President

The International Collaborative for Science, Edu-
cation, and the Environment, supports grassroots
projects in science and environmental education,
sustainable development, and environmental protec-
tion. The Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholomew I, has
expressed the need for the clergy of the Orthodox
Church, as teachers and leaders, to equip themselves
better for the long struggle to work to save the envi-
ronment. With The ICSEE, an international Sympo-
sium on Religion, Science, and the Environment
(The Halki Institute) will be launched in the spring
of 1999. This three-week educational retreat will
include priests, teachers and students from the coun-
tries of the Black Sea region who will learn environ-
mental skills and help develop plans for effective
work in their home areas after the institute. This
initiative will help join religion and science to pro-
tect the earth and its abundance and diversity.

Interfaith Partnership for the

Environment
A Project of the United Nations Environment
Programme (Regional Office for North America)
(UNEP/RONA)

The Interfaith Partnership for the Environment was
organized for the purpose of involving the world’s
religions in the growing struggle to preserve the
Earth’s environment for future generations An en-
vironmental Sabbath was held in June 1987, and a
book “Only One Earth” was created for the event.
Over 10 years, 60,000 copies of the book have been
given free to religious organizations, universities
and schools throughout the world. An updated ver-
sion is now being created.

“Though tongues may differ, yet consciousnesses aspire to the same goal.” — AUM #76 Agni Yoga
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Bridges to Community, Inc.
210 Orchard Ridge Road
Chappaqua, NY 10514
Tel: 914-238-8354  Fax: 914-238-3432
Email: Brdgs2Comm@aol.com
Carter Via, Director

Bridges to Community, Inc. is a non-profit, commu-
nity development organization which takes groups of
volunteers to developing countries to work, learn and
reflect. Through the process of living and working
with others on construction, health and environmental
projects, Bridges To Community promotes cross-
cultural leaming and a deepening awareness of our
global interdependence. In August, 1998, Bridges to
Community joined with another Lifebridge grantee,
The Greenbelt Movement, to travel to Kenya. While
there, the U.S. Embassy was bombed in Nairobi. Life-
bridge Board Member Charles G. Overby, who trav-
eled with the group, writes about his experiences on
Page 8.

Millennium People’s Assembly Network
PO Box 328
Scotland, PA 17254-0328
Tel: 717-264-5036
Tel/Fax: 717-264-0957
Email: robineagle@hotmail.com
Web: www.netreaction.com/mpan
Rob Wheeler, MPAN Coordinator

The mission of the Millennium People’s Assembly
Network is to encourage and facilitate a strong voice of
the people in global decision-making; to create a
process by which we, the citizens of the world, can
improve our lives and communities by supporting and
actively participating in the work of the United
Nations; and to work towards establishing global
democratic institutions. MPAN is establishing a net-
work of people’s assemblies in order to enable the
“voices of the people™ to be represented in all arenas of
global decision-making. They are participating in the
planning for the Millennium NGO Forums, which will
be held around the world at the local, national, and
continental levels and will meet at the United Nations
in the year 2000.

The Bridging Tree

Transformative Action —
New Grantees —Worid Goodwill

Page 13
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The M.K. Gandhi Institute for

Nonviolence
650 East Parkway South
Memphis, TN 38301
Tel: 901-452-2824
Fax: 901-452-2775
Email: gandhi@odin.cbu.edu
Web: www.cbu.edu/Gandhi
Joe Simpson, Development Coordinator
Laura Pietrangelo, Director

The M.K. Gandhi Institute for Nonviolence,
founded by Gandhi’s grandson, Arun, teaches and
applies the principles of nonviolence as a positive
force, and helps prevent and resolve personal and
public conflicts. Their publications focus on educa-
tion as a way to advance the application of nonvio-
lence. In commemoration of the 125" anniversary of
the birth of Mahatma Gandhi, the Institute published
a collection of essays from diverse contributors about
nonviolence entitled, World Without Violence: Can
Gandhi’s Vision Become Reality. A newly edited
version is being reprinted so that these messages will
reach more readers than ever before.

The Tree of Peace Society
188C Cook Rd.
Hogansburg, NY 13655
Tel: 518-358-2641
Fax: 518-358-9101
Web: www.earthway.net/treeofpeace/
Chief Jake Swamp, Director

The Tree of Peace Society aims to foster and en-
courage environmental protection, with a focus on
American Indian reservations, including the preser-
vation of endangered species and the development of
sustainable agricultural and alternative energy sys-
tems. It also seeks to facilitate community develop-
ment among the American Indian nations, and pro-
mote cultural understanding among all peoples
through Tree of Peace planting ceremonies per-
formed throughout the world.
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More Transformative Actions

The Lifebridge Foundation receives hundreds of letters from
organizations and individuals requesting financial assistance.
We are also introduced to many endeavors at meetings such
as the State of the World Forum and others. Being a small
foundation, we unfortunately have to say no many more times
than we are able to say yes. But we're constantly looking for
other ways to help. The following initiatives represent a very
small sampling of some whose concepts we applaud but
whom we have not been able to help financially. Please keep
in mind that although they may have impressive names like
foundations and institutes, they all represent people with
vision whose budgets are much smaller than the visions to
which they have dedicated themselves. It is our hope that
among the readers of The Bridging Tree, there might be
some who can help now.

Artsgenesis

310 East 46th Street —Suite 241

New York, NY 10017

212-696-ARTS

artsgen@pipeline.com

www.artsgenesis.org

Artsgenesis ignites creativity and accelerates leamning. The
methodology — The Chrysalis Principle — uses multiple intelli-
gences and the arts to educe an individual’s creativity and ex-
tend his or her perceived limits.

Global Energy Network International (GENI)
P.O. Box 81565

San Diego, CA 92138

Peter Meisen, President

619-595-0139

geni@cerf.net  www.geni.org

GENI grew out of R. Buckminster Fuller’s “World Game™
simulation which posed the question: “how do we make the
world work for 100% of humanity in the shortest possible time
through spontaneous cooperation and without ecological dam-
age or disadvantage to anyone?” GENI's contribution to the
answer is “the linking of renewable energy resources around the
world.” Among others, Walter Cronkite has endorsed GENI's
approach saying, “The GENI initiative offers hope for all hu-
manity.”

The Humanity Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 2488 — 36 North William Street
Tisbury, MA 02568

Tony Balis, Editor and Publisher
508-693-7300

oneworld@humanity.org
www.humanity.org

The Humanity Foundation publishes Humanity magazine whose
mission is to encourage an understanding of this planet as a
common home. believing that .. .solutions to our profound so-
cial, economic. and environmental challenges must be built on the
bedrock of mutual understanding and respect for eternal differ-
ences...

The Institute for New Leaders

(formerly YouthConnect International)

Judith Thompson, Director

P.O. Box 1081

Cambridge, MA 02140

781-646-1276

inl@ziplink.net

www.youthconnect.org

The INL is a global organization, led by and for voung people.
which supports, activates and encourages youth leadership for
human rights and social transformation. These voung people are
dedicated to the principles of activism. community building. rec-
onciliation and non-violence. Valuing acts of courage which em-
body these principles, they also believe in addressing human
rights violations as well as their root causes. in order to build a
world-wide community of compassion and justice.

One World Inc.

P.O. Box 2542

Sausalito, CA 94966

John Ince, President

415-810-7497

johnince’@ web-of-life.to

Since 1995, well over a million school children have taken The
Farth Pledge (see page 91, One World is dedicated to creating
an awareness of interconnectedness and, along with The Earth
Pledge. has created other transformative initiatives, including The
Web of Life. an internet portal and web tv network for socially
responsible business. cultural creativity, and new paradigm
thinking.

TribaLink International

435 Marquesa Drive

Coral Gables, FL 33156

305-667-6399

innervoice @internetmci.net

www.tribalink.org

TribaLink seeks to unite the Spirit of Humanity, a vision that car-
ries respect of the will of the people from the East, the West, the
North and the South. It provides a link between the modern me-
dia and the diverse traditional cultures, lands, and teachings of
tribal people. TribaLink believes we are all co-creators of a better
world for tomorrow through our positive actions today.
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UN REPORT

By Dr. Ida Urso

All human beings are bern free and equal in dignity and

rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and

should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.
Article 1: The Universal Declaration of Human Righis

After thorough scrutiny and 1.400 rounds ot voting on
practically every word and every clause, on December 10,
1948, the General Assembly of the United Nations
adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Spelling out individual rights and freedoms for every hu-
man being. the unprecedented Declaration has been re-
ferred to as a "Magna Carta for all humanity" and the con-
science of the world. "Everyone."” states article two of the
Declaration, "is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set
forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind.
such as race. colour, sex. Janguage. religion. political or
other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or
other status.”

We know today, after the resolution of the conflicting
opinions expressed at the World Conference on Human
Rights in Vienna in 1993 that the governments of the
world accept the universality of human rights as envi-
sioned by the 58 States who initially adopted the Declara-
tion. Today it is a globally accepted fact—as it was in
1948—that these rights are indivisible, interrelated and
interdependent. We know too that human rights are essen-
tial to the promotion of peace and security, economic
prosperity and social equity. Full human dignity means
not only freedom from torture. but also freedom from hun-
ger. It means freedom to vote and the right to education. It
means freedom of expression and the right to health.
Thus, the theme of this S0th anniversary vear. All Human
Rights for All, reinforces the idea that human rights—
civil, cultural, economic. political and social—should be
taken in their totality and not disassociated from one an-
other. Our aim. states Secretary-General Kofi Annan, is to
create "a situation in which all individuals are enabled to
maximize their potential, and to contribute to the evolu-
tion of society as a whole.”

However, let there be no mistake. This 50th anniversary
year is not a celebration. In a talk given at Oxford Univer-
sity in November of last year. Mary Robinson, the past
President of Ireland and the current UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights. frankly stated that she sees this
anniversary as an occasion to recommit to the principles
of the Declaration and not as a time to celebrate. Her as-
sessment is that if you "count up the results of 50 years of
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human rights mechanisms, 30 years of multi-billion-dollar
development programmes and endless high-level rheto-
ric...the global impact is quite underwhelming."

Today, as generations before us, we continue to experi-
ence violence, cruelty and greed. Millions throughout the
world suffer some serious violation or deprivation of their
basic rights and freedoms. These deprivations include eve-
rything from torture. rape and corrupt judicial systems to
bonded labour, hunger and lack of access to health serv-
ices. housing, sanitation and clean water. We still have
widespread discrimination on the basis of gender. ethnic-
ity. religious belief and sexual orientation. And, genocide
is still with us. In the last decade alone. more than four
million people have been killed in violent conflicts that
have left one in 200 people refugees from their native
countries. Additionally, over one billion people live in
conditions of extreme poverty.

The fact that we are aware, as we never have been be-
fore, of these blatant abuses of human rights all over the
world represents in itself an achievement. Because of the
conscientious and steadfast work and the sacrifice of those
who have even given their lives to protect the human
rights of others. there is today an increased awareness of
human rights and a growing expectation of the realization
of "all human rights for all."

Our challenge today is one of implementation. Recogniz-
ing this need, the fifty-first annual United Nations DPI/
NGO Conference held in September of this year, chose as
its theme, "The Fiftieth Anniversary of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights: From Words to Deeds." At this
conference Secretary-General Kofi Annan referred to the
chasm that remains between the standards set by human
rights laws and the situation on the ground. Throughout
the three-day conference many echoed this thought and
called on all people everywhere to become better aware of
the relevance of this document to our daily lives because.
it was pointed out, today’s human rights violations are the
root causes of tomorrow’s conflicts.

The involvement of civil society and non-governmental
organizations in fighting for and demanding recognition of
basic rights has played a central role in the advancement
and promotion of human rights around the world. Much
vet remains to be done.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights sets forth a
vision of the world as most of us would like it to be. Is
there anything that could bring about personal and global
transformation as surely and profoundly as the full imple-
mentation of this Declaration? In our loftiest of imagin-
ings, can we envision what life on our planet might be like
if everyone were treated "in the spirit of brotherhood?"
Would not the resulting freedom from fear and strife truly
bring about the liberation of the human spirit?



The Lifebridge Foundation
Statement of Purpose
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“Promoting the oneness

of humanity and the
interconnectedness of

all life...”

The Lifebridge Foundation,
Inc. was established in 1992
for the purpose of support-
ing organizations and indi-
viduals who, through cul-
tural, educational, and/or
scientific means, are dedi-
cated to creating bridges of

understanding among  all
people by bringing to
-realization the concepts of
~one humanity and the inter-
- connectedness of all life.

“Bridging the chasm
between the spiritual
and the so-called
mundane...”

We seek to find those
groups and individuals

whose innovative projects
reflect these concepts;
whose work exemplifies a

- global vision, demonstrates
“a spirit of inclusiveness,

and fosters transformative
action in a changing world.

“Facilitating the
integration of an
emerging holistic
consciousness into
daily action...”
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